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Dear friends,
As Passover approaches, I find myself drawn again to the 
words of John the Baptist on the banks of the Jordan: “Behold, 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” 
(John 1:29). The crowd of Jewish pilgrims gathered may have 
immediately thought of the Passover lamb, whose blood marked 
the doorposts of their ancestors’ homes in Egypt, sparing their 
firstborn sons from judgment. The Passover season offers us 
a beautiful opportunity to trace the golden thread that winds 
from Exodus 12 to the Messiah’s sacrificial death and beyond. 

A PORTRAIT OUTLINE
In Exodus 12:5–7, God gave Moses detailed instructions for 
that first Passover night in Egypt. On the tenth day of Nisan, 
each household was to select a lamb. For four days, they would 
keep it, observing it carefully to ensure it was without blemish. 
Then, on the fourteenth day, they would sacrifice the young 
and unblemished lamb at twilight and apply its blood to the 
doorposts and lintel of their homes. When the angel of death 
passed through Egypt that night, every home covered by that 
blood would be spared.
These instructions formed a prophetic outline and foundation 
for a magnificent, full-color oil painting of redemption that God 
would reveal in the future. This early drawing is something of a 
charcoal outline, begging to be filled with nuance and color to 
create a portrait of the One who would come as our perfect Savior.
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B E H O L D  
 the Lamb of God

FROM THE PRESIDENT, 
MITCH GLASER

continued on page 7

ADDING COLOR: THE ARM OF THE LORD 
REVEALED
The painting takes on colors and more beautiful hues in the 
writings of the prophets. In Isaiah 53:7, the prophet describes 
one who would be “like a lamb that is led to slaughter” and 
who, “like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, so He did 
not open His mouth.” But the chapter opens with a striking 
question: “To whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 
(Isaiah 53:1).
That Hebrew word for “arm”—zeroa—echoes throughout the 
Passover story. In Exodus 6, God promises to redeem Israel 
“with an outstretched arm” (Exodus 6:6). To this day, a roasted 
shank bone representing that zeroa sits on the Seder plate as 
a reminder of God’s mighty deliverance. Isaiah is telling us 
that the suffering servant—Jesus, the lamb led to slaughter—
is Himself the outstretched arm of God, reaching into human 
history to deliver His people from a bondage far deeper than 
Egypt’s chains: the bondage of sin and death.

UNDERSTANDING THE HEBREW CALENDAR
In the Hebrew reckoning of time, a new day begins at sunset, 
not at midnight. What we call Thursday evening and Friday 
daytime are actually part of the same Hebrew day. This detail 
becomes crucial when we trace the events of Jesus’s final week.
The Gospel of John provides us with chronological markers 
that, when understood through the lens of the Hebrew calendar, 
reveal an astonishing correspondence between the Passover 
lamb of Exodus 12 and the Lamb of God.
John tells us that “six days before the Passover” (John 12:1), 
Jesus came to Bethany. If Passover fell on the fourteenth of 
Nisan, then six days before would place Jesus’s arrival on the 
eighth of Nisan—a Friday. He would have completed His travel 
during daylight hours, to not violate the Sabbath by traveling 
after sunset. That evening, as the Sabbath began (now the ninth 
of Nisan by Hebrew reckoning), Jesus shared a meal with His 
dear friends Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. That day would have 
passed quietly in rest and worship.
Then came Sunday, the tenth of Nisan, and the action picks up!

THE LAMB SELECTED
On that day, something remarkable happened. John records 
that “the large crowd who had come to the feast, when they 
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Lighting of the Candles
The woman of the house says a blessing and 
lights the Passover candles because it was 
through the woman that the light of the 
world, Messiah Jesus, came into the world 
(Genesis 3:15; Luke 2:7).

The woman of the house recites the 
following Hebrew prayer:

Baruch Atah, Adonai, Eloheinu Melech 
ha’olam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav, 
v’tzivanu l’hadlik ner shel yom tov. 
“Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King 
of the universe, who has sanctified us with 
His commandments and commanded us 
to kindle the festival lights.”

This prayer is said as the candles are lit, and 
John 8:12 can be read afterward to remind 
the family that Jesus is the light of the world.

The Four Cups of  the Fruit of the Vine
The Passover Seder is structured around 
the four cups of grape juice or wine, which 
serve as the foundation for the experience. 
Each cup is named after one of the four 
specific promises that God made to Israel 
in Exodus 6:6–7. Each cup is thematically 
connected to a different stage of the 
Passover story:

#1	 The Cup of Sanctification

#2	 The Cup of Plagues
#3	 The Cup of Redemption
#4	 The Cup of Praise

The First Cup:  The Cup of Sanctification
The Seder begins with a blessing recited over 
the first cup, the Cup of Sanctification. This 
first cup is meant to sanctify the rest of the 
evening as a holy occasion. Passover moves 
us to rejoice and celebrate God’s goodness to 
His people. 

All fill the cup. The leader recites the blessing 
and all drink:

Baruch Atah, Adonai, Eloheinu Melech 
ha’olam, borey pri ha’gafen. “Blessed 
are You, O Lord our God, King of the 
universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine.”

Dipping of the Parsley (Exodus 12:21–22)
The parsley symbolizes the hyssop used 
to place the blood of the Passover lamb 
on the doorposts and lintels of the homes 
of the children of Israel during the tenth 
plague that the Lord visited upon Egypt 
(the slaying of the firstborn). The salt water 
represents the tears of the children of Israel 
and the Red Sea. We are therefore reminded 
of the tears shed by those not yet redeemed 
and still in slavery.

All dip a sprig of parsley in the salted water, 
the leader recites the blessing, and all eat 
the parsley.

Baruch Atah, Adonai, Eloheinu Melech 
ha’olam, borey pri ha’adamah.“Blessed 
are You, O Lord our God, King of the 
universe, Creator of the fruit of the earth.”

Breaking of the Middle Matzah
One of the central elements of the Passover 
is matzah (unleavened bread). For the 
Passover Seder, three separate sheets of 
matzah are inserted into a bag with three 
compartments, known as the matzah tash.

In Jewish tradition, this three-in-one bag 
has many interpretations. Believers in Jesus 
suggest this could be a representation of the 
triune nature of God: the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. This is a mystery since Juda-
ism is non-trinitarian. Jewish tradition claims 
this represents Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

The leader takes the middle matzah, breaks 
it in two, and puts one half back in the 
middle of the matzah tash. He then wraps 
the other half, now known as the afikomen 
(literally, “what comes later”), in a white 
napkin and hides it. This hidden matzah 
will reappear at the conclusion of the 
Passover meal.

For centuries, Passover has been celebrated with the  
   help of a Haggadah: a book or booklet that includes  
   liturgy, stories, participatory reading, and biblical 

references to guide Jewish families in their celebration of 
this holy festival. The Haggadah, which means “the telling,” 
was compiled by Jewish sages over hundreds and perhaps 
thousands of years. 

The word Seder simply means “order” and refers to an order 
of service designed to tell the story of the Passover. This 
telling (Haggadah) reminds the children of Israel each year 
of what God did by the hand of Moses when He delivered 
them from Egyptian bondage. 

The Feast of Passover is especially for children, as they can 
personally participate in the Seder. By touching, tasting, 

and smelling the elements on the Seder table, participants 
are brought back to the great events of the original Exodus 
and become better able to identify with the Exodus and the 
redemption of the children of Israel.

Yet, for followers of the Messiah, the story of redemption 
reminds us not only of the deliverance from Egypt, but 
also the redemption and deliverance from sin that God has 
provided through His Son. We believe that Jesus (Yeshua) 
celebrated an early form of the Passover Seder with His 
disciples. This Haggadah, especially created for you and 
your family, will wed these two great stories of redemption 
together. Let us now join the Savior on that night when He 
celebrated His last Seder on this earth with His disciples.

A Messianic Family Haggadah



The Story of the Passover  
(Read Exodus 12:1–15)
It is tradition to read the story of the 
Passover every year at the Seder, to ensure 
that every generation keeps the memory of 
Israel’s deliverance from slavery alive. Feel 
free to read more than the above passage!

The Four Questions
As the reading of the Exodus story, the 
youngest child asks the Four Questions to the 
leader of the Seder. This will result in further 
explanations from the leaders of the Seder.

Ma nishtanah ha’laila ha’zeh mi’kol ha’lailot?  
“Why is this night different from all other 
nights?”

1.	 “On all other nights, we eat bread with 
leaven. On this night, why do we eat 
only matzah?”

2.	 “On all other nights, we eat all kinds of 
vegetables. On this night, why do we eat 
only bitter herbs?”

3.	 “On all other nights, we never think of 
dipping herbs in water or in anything 
else. On this night, why do we dip the 
parsley in salt water?”

4.	 “On all other nights, we eat either sitting 
or reclining. On this night, why do we 
eat only reclining?”

The leader of the Seder responds to the 
questions with traditional answers:

We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, and 
God brought us out with a strong hand 
and an outstretched arm. If God had not 
brought our ancestors out of Egypt, we, 
our children, and our children’s children 
would still be subjugated to Pharaoh in 
Egypt. Even if we were all old and wise 
and learned in Torah, we would still be 
commanded to tell the story of the Exodus 
from Egypt. 

The leader might add some New Testament 
passages about the ways in which the shed 
blood of the Lamb of God frees us to enjoy a 
joyful new life. 

The Ten Plagues
The second cup—the Cup of Plagues—
reminds us of God’s judgment on His 
enemies, and yet, we should also show 

compassion for those suffering because of 
their sinful and rebellious behavior. For this 
reason, the contents of the second cup is 
reduced by one drop per plague. 

The second cup is filled.

The leader of the Seder leads the group in a 
recitation of the ten plagues that the Lord 
poured out upon the Egyptians.

To reduce the second cup, each participant 
dips their little finger into the cup, removing 
one drop and placing it onto a plate in front 
of them, once for each plague. The names of 
the plagues are recited in unison as the drops 
are removed.

Blood! Frogs! Gnats! Flies! Pestilence! Boils! 
Hail! Locusts! Darkness! Slaying of the 
Firstborn!

Name the plagues loud and clear, as this is 
designed to help the children remember the 
holiness and justice of God.

It Would Have Been Enough
While we do not rejoice over the fate of our 
enemies, we do recognize the magnitude of 
God’s salvation and remember His greats 
acts of grace on behalf of His people. With a 
grateful heart and a healthy fear of the Lord, 
we sing Dayenu together. The Hebrew word 
dayenu means “it is enough” and teaches 
us to be satisfied with what God provides. 
There are numerous verses to this song, and 
you might also want to use this time to share 
what good things God has done for those 
seated at the table. 

Ilu hotzi, hotzianu, hotzianu 
miMitzrayim, hotzianu miMitzrayim, 
dayenu! Dai-dai-yenu, dai-dai-yenu, 
dai-dai-yenu, dayenu, dayenu! “Had 
God done nothing but save us from the 
land of Egypt, for that alone we would 
have been satisfied!”

Ilu natan natan lanu, natan lanu et 
haTorah, natan lanu et haTorah, 
dayenu! Dai-dai-yenu, dai-dai-yenu, 
dai-dai-yenu, dayenu, dayenu! “Had 
God given us nothing more than the 
Torah, for that alone we would have been 
satisfied!”

Ilu natan natan lanu, natan lanu 
et Yeshua, natan lanu et Yeshua, 

dayenu!Dai-dai-yenu, dai-dai-yenu, dai-
dai-yenu, dayenu, dayenu! “Had God 
given us nothing more than Yeshua, for that 
alone we would have been satisfied (yet He 
continues to give us so much more)!”

Second Cup: The Cup of Plagues
The reduced second cup, the Cup of Plagues 
(also called the Cup of Judgment), is raised 
and all recite the following:

Truly, we can say Hallelujah for the great 
redemption that God has wrought on our 
behalf, redemption at a terrible price: in 
Egypt, the death of the firstborn; for us, 
redemption from sin, the death of God’s 
Son. “For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life” (John 3:16).

The leader recites the blessing, all drink:

Baruch Atah, Adonai, Eloheinu Melech 
ha’olam, borey pri ha’gafen. “Blessed are 
You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, 
Creator of the fruit of the vine.”

ROASTED EGG

PARSLEY

MAROR

4 The Chosen People   |   MARCH 2026



The Chosen People   |   MARCH 2026 5

The Lamb Shankbone
The lamb shankbone is a symbol of the 
Temple sacrifice. It sits on the Passover plate 
as a reminder of the first Passover lamb 
sacrificed for the children of Israel. Its blood 
was applied to the lintel and doorposts of 
their homes. We also take this moment to 
reflect upon the death of Jesus for our sins, 
as He was the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world (John 1:29).

We explain to our children, and anyone who 
does not yet know, about the requirement of 
the shedding of blood for the forgiveness of 
sin (Leviticus 17:11; Hebrews 9:22).

Washing of the Hands
This symbolic washing of the hands 
reinforces the need for personal holiness. 
Yeshua appears to have taken this a step 
further by washing the feet of His disciples, 
providing us with an unparalleled lesson in 
servanthood and humility (John 13:2–17). 
Feel free to use a small bowl filled with water 
and pass it around to the participants.

Baruch Atah, Adonai, Eloheinu Melech 
ha’olam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav 
v’tzivanu al n’tilat yadayim. “Blessed 
are You, O Lord our God, King of the 
universe, who sanctified us with His 
commandments, and commanded us 
concerning the washing of hands.”

Motzi, Matzot
The family then tastes the remaining 
elements on the Seder plate. Each one 
helps us connect with a different step in the 
process of Israel’s deliverance from slavery. 
For believers in Jesus the Messiah, these 
elements remind us of our deliverance from 
slavery to sin to freedom in the Messiah.

The matzah tash is raised, and the following 
blessing is recited.

Baruch Atah, Adonai, Eloheinu Melech 
ha’olam, ha’motzi lechem min ha’aretz. 
“Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King 
of the universe, who brings forth bread 
from the earth.”

A portion of matzah is passed from person 
to person, with each person breaking off a 
small piece of matzah. Then, all recite the 
following blessing:

Baruch Atah, Adonai, Eloheinu Melech 
ha’olam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav 
v’tzivanu al achilat matzah. “Blessed 
are You, O Lord our God, King of the 
universe, who sanctified us with His 
commandments, and commanded us 
concerning the eating of unleavened 
bread.”

Eat the matzah together.

Eating of the Bitter Herbs
The maror (bitter herbs) reminds us of the 
bitterness of Israel’s slavery in Egypt and 
humankind’s slavery to sin. It is tradition to 
dip one’s matzah and take a heaping portion 
of the bitter herb.

Each person breaks an olive-sized piece of 
matzah and dips it in the bitter herbs (spicy 
horseradish). The following blessing is 
recited:

Baruch Atah, Adonai, Eloheinu Melech 
ha’olam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav 
v’tzivanu al achilat maror. “Blessed 
are You, O Lord our God, King of the 

universe, who sanctified us with His 
commandments, and commanded us 
concerning the eating of the bitter herbs.”

All eat the bitter herbs.

Eating of the Bitter Herbs and Charoset
The charoset (sweet mixture) symbolizes the 
mortar the children of Israel used to make 
the bricks as they toiled under Pharaoh’s 
harsh taskmasters. 

This combination of bitter and sweet 
reminds us that God’s promise can bring joy 
amid sorrow.

Each person takes two small pieces of 
matzah and places some charoset and maror 
in the middle. All eat together.

This would be a good time to tell stories of 
God’s grace and mercy in the midst of life’s 
challenges and perhaps quote Romans 8:28.

The Roasted Egg
The roasted egg on the Seder plate is a 
reminder of the roasted daily Temple 
sacrifice that no longer can be offered 
because the Temple no longer stands, 
and that there is no sacrifice to bring 
righteousness before God. 

It is a reminder to pray for those Jewish 
people who are waiting for the Messiah 
and even those who are more secular and 
yet yearn for inner peace and hope beyond 
this life. Religious Jewish people believe the 
Temple will be rebuilt when the Messiah 
comes.

The Prepared Meal
The Passover meal can now be served. Eat, 
tell stories, and enjoy! Be sure to use the 
recipes provided!

Finding and Eating the Afikomen
After the meal is finished, the leader of the 
Seder sends the children to find the afi-
komen, which is the middle piece of matzah 
that was broken, wrapped in a napkin, and 
hidden before the meal. The child who finds 
it brings it to the leader of the Seder, who re-
deems the afikomen with a symbolic reward, 
usually some money or chocolate.

The leader of the Seder then unwraps the 
afikomen, blesses it, and breaks it up into 

CHAROSET

THE LAMB 
SHANKBONE

BITTER 
HERBS
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small olive-sized pieces. He then distributes 
a small piece to everyone seated around the 
table, and the following prayer is said:

Baruch Atah, Adonai, Eloheinu Melech 
ha’olam, ha’motzi lechem min ha’aretz. 
“Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King 
of the universe, who brings forth bread 
from the earth.”

All reflect on Yeshua’s bodily sacrifice, 
then eat the afikomen together in unison, 
reminding us that Yeshua the Messiah 
distributed His life to all who believe. We 
might also reflect upon the appearance of 
traditional matzah, which is made both 
striped and pierced, as His body was striped 
and pierced (Isaiah 53:5).

For believers in Yeshua, we believe it was at 
this point in the Passover Seder when Yeshua 
revealed His identity to His disciples and the 
suffering and death He would soon endure:  
“And when He had taken some bread and 
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, 
saying, ‘This is My body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of Me’” (Luke 22:19).

We believe that Yeshua Himself was the 
middle piece of matzah. He was broken in 
death, wrapped for burial, and resurrected 
from the dead. The matzah represents 
His sin-free (unleavened) sacrifice for our 
redemption from sin and death.

All eat the matzah, which can be a time of 
Communion, depending on your beliefs 
about the Lord’s Supper. 

Third Cup: The Cup of Redemption
The Cup of Redemption is based on God’s 
promise in Exodus 6:6, “I will also redeem 
you with an outstretched arm and with great 
judgments.” It is a reminder of the lamb’s 
blood, the price paid for Israel’s promised 
redemption. In the same way, Yeshua took 
this cup when He spoke the words in 
Luke 22:20, “This cup which is poured out 
for you is the new covenant in My blood.” In 
so doing, He spoke of a greater redemption 
than the Israelites experienced in Egypt: the 
redemption and deliverance of humankind, 
forgiven of sin through the shed blood of 
the Lamb of God. Yeshua is quoting from 
the great New Covenant prophecy given in 
Jeremiah 31:31–34.

Next Year in Jerusalem!
It is tradition to conclude the Seder with 
a joyous proclamation of hope and faith 
by reciting (All try to say it together with 
FEELING!) in unison:

L’shana ha’ba’ah b’Yerushalayim! “Next 
Year in Jerusalem!”

This has great meaning to followers of Jesus 
the Messiah because we expect Him to 
return—soon! We know that as surely as the 
Messiah came once to redeem us from sin, 
so He will come again as judge to establish 
His kingdom. As God promises through the 
prophet Isaiah,

For a child will be born to us, a son will 
be given to us; and the government will 
rest on His shoulders; and His name will 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 
There will be no end to the increase 
of His government or of peace, on the 
throne of David and over his kingdom, to 
establish it and to uphold it with justice 
and righteousness from then on and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will accomplish this. (Isaiah 9:6–7)

And as the apostle Paul wrote, 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing that 
your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 
(1 Corinthians 15:58)

Happy Passover!

You can use 
these pages 
as your own 
copy of a 
Messianic 
Haggadah.

We prepared 
a step by 
step video 
guide to the 
Passover 

Seder as well. Scan the QR code or 
visit chosenpeople.com/mipvideos, 
and you will find more information 
to help you with your family Seder 
(works well with small groups as well), 
and we hope this will be an enriching 
experience for you in the Lord.

The cup is filled and the following blessing 
is recited:

Baruch Atah, Adonai, Eloheinu Melech 
ha’olam, borey pri hagafen. “Blessed 
are You, O Lord our God, King of the 
universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine.”

Again, all drink the cup, which can be a time 
of Communion, depending on your beliefs 
about the Lord’s Supper. 

Elijah’s Cup (Luke 1:17; Malachi 4:5–6)
The Bible tells us in Malachi 4:5 that Elijah 
will appear to herald the coming of the 
Messianic King: “Behold, I am going to send 
you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and terrible day of the Lord.”

It is tradition to have an additional place set-
ting, complete with a cup of the fruit of the 
vine, for Elijah at Passover. The leader of the 
Seder usually sends a child to the front door 
to look outside and see if Elijah is coming. 
So far, he has never attended a Seder!

But has he? The Bible tells us in Luke 1:17, 
speaking of John the Baptist, “It is he who 
will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit 
and power of Elijah.” John did indeed come 
to fulfill Elijah’s role as herald to announce 
the first coming of the Messiah, fulfilled in 
the coming of the Messiah Jesus.

Fourth Cup: The Cup of Praise
In response to redemption, we rejoice, know-
ing that the Jewish people were delivered 
from Egyptian bondage and that both Jewish 
and Gentile followers of the Messiah were re-
deemed from the bondage of sin and death. 
The fourth and final cup of the Passover 
Seder is the Cup of Praise—a cup of rejoic-
ing, joy, and consummation. It is a reminder 
of Israel’s promised future beyond slavery in 
Egypt—dwelling instead in freedom in the 
Promised Land—and a foreshadowing of the 
glorious future for Israel and the world to 
come in the age of the Messianic kingdom.

The cup is filled, all lift it, and the following 
blessing is recited:

Baruch Atah, Adonai, Eloheinu Melech 
ha’olam, borey pri hagafen. “Blessed 
are You, O Lord our God, King of the 
universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine.”

All drink.
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heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, took branches of 
palm trees and went out to meet Him, and began to shout, 
‘Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, 
even the King of Israel’ ” (John 12:12–13). 
The slow march to Calvary began on the tenth day of Nisan as 
Jesus traveled from Bethany—the same day every household 
in Israel identified and presented their Passover lamb (Exo-
dus 12:3). As families in Jerusalem were choosing unblemished 
lambs from their flocks, God was presenting His chosen spotless 
Lamb to the nation just a short distance away. Jesus entered the 
Holy City not as a conquering warrior, but as a humble king, 
riding on the foal of a donkey in fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9. 
The crowds greeted Him with words from Psalm 118—the very 
psalm that Jewish tradition associates with welcoming the Mes-
siah, recited on the Jewish festival of Tabernacles.
On the day Israel chose its lambs, God chose His.

THE LAMB EXAMINED
According to Exodus 12, households were to observe the selected 
lamb from the tenth until the fourteenth of Nisan—four days 
during which the family would examine it carefully, ensuring 
it was healthy and free from any blemish or defect so it could 
qualify to serve as the Passover sacrifice.
During these same days—from Sunday the tenth through 
Wednesday the thirteenth of Nisan—the religious leaders 
peppered Jesus with questions designed to trap Him. The 
Pharisees, Sadducees, and Herodians all took their turn, testing 
Him from every conceivable angle, searching for some flaw, 
some inconsistency, some weakness they could exploit.
However, Matthew records that after this barrage of testing, “no 
one was able to answer Him a word, nor did anyone dare from 
that day on to ask Him another question” (Matthew 22:46). 
Even Pilate, after his own examination, would declare three 
times, “I find no guilt in this man” (Luke 23:4).
Like the unblemished Passover lamb, Jesus was found faultless.

THE LAMB SACRIFICED
On Thursday evening—the beginning of the fourteenth of 
Nisan—Jesus gathered with His disciples in an upper room for 
the Passover Seder. This was the meal commanded in Exodus 12, 
the annual remembrance of God’s deliverance from Egypt. “Now 
this day will be a memorial to you, and you shall celebrate it as 
a feast to the Lord; throughout your generations you are to 
celebrate it as a permanent ordinance” (Exodus 12:14).
But on this night, Jesus invested the ancient elements with new 
and deeper meaning. Taking the unleavened bread, He broke it 
and said, “This is my body, which is given for you” (Luke 22:19). 
Taking the cup, He declared, “This cup which is poured out for 
you is the new covenant in My blood” (Luke 22:20). The very 
One who instituted the first Passover meal, which had always 
pointed forward to a greater deliverance, was now fulfilling it.

The following morning, still the day of Passover, Jesus was 
led to Golgotha. At 9:00 in the morning, He was nailed to the 
crucifixion tree and, for six hours, hung there, bearing the 
weight of human sin.
At 3:00 in the afternoon, Jesus cried out, “It is finished,” and 
breathed His last. The ninth hour, 3:00 p.m., was the hour of 
the evening sacrifice at the Temple. It was the very time when, 
according to tradition, the Passover lambs were slaughtered in 
Jerusalem, their blood poured out at the base of the altar. At the 
precise moment when countless lambs were dying as substitutes 
for the people, the Lamb of God died as an atoning sacrifice for 
all humanity.
John, an eyewitness at the cross, records one more detail. When 
the soldiers came to break the legs of those crucified, they found 
Jesus already dead. So, they did not break His legs. John tells us 
explicitly that this fulfilled Scripture (John 19:32–36). He points 
us back to Exodus 12:46, where God commanded concerning 
the Passover lamb: “Nor are you to break any bone of it.” Not a 
single bone of the true Passover Lamb was broken.

A WORK OF ART AND GRACE
The blood of the Passover lamb was applied to the doorposts and 
lintel of each Israelite home in Egypt, and when death passed 
over, the firstborn sons were saved. In the same way, when we 
place our faith in Jesus, the Lamb of God, His blood covers the 
doorposts of our hearts, the judgment we deserve passes over 
us, and we pass from death into life.
Exodus 12 contains a beautiful detail that often goes unnoticed. 
God instructed that foreigners who wished to participate in 
Passover could do so if they were circumcised and identified 
with the community of Israel. From the very beginning, God’s 
redemption was never meant for one people alone. Today, 
Jewish and Gentile people together—all who have circumcised 
hearts cleansed by the blood of the Lamb—share in this promised 
redemption and gather around the Lord’s Table as one family.
This Passover season, I encourage you to gather with your 
family and experience the richness of the Seder. You will find 
a Passover guide and Haggadah in the center of this newsletter 
that you can tear out and use to help you walk through the 
meal together, tracing these beautiful connections between the 
ancient story of deliverance and its fulfillment in our Messiah.
As you break the matzah and lift the cup, may you see with 
fresh eyes how every detail of that first Passover night pointed 
forward to Jesus. The lamb selected on the tenth, examined for 
four days, sacrificed on the fourteenth, His blood applied to the 
doorposts, His bones unbroken—all of it was preparing us to 
recognize the true Lamb, Jesus, when He came.
May you hear afresh the words that echoed across the Jordan 
two thousand years ago: “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world!”

Mitch

continued from page 2
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  PASSOVER KIT SPECIAL
We are offering a special kit for the Passover 2026 season. This Passover kit has a 
Seder plate and a Matzah Tash (both made in Israel) plus two Messianic 
Passover Haggadahs and two books—The Gospel in the Passover and Messiah 
in the Passover. 

The Matzah Tash is a pouch with three compartments to each hold a piece of 
unleavened bread; it is a vivid illustration of the unity of God’s nature. The Seder 
plate helps tell the story of the exodus and points to our Messiah. The beautiful 
and easy-to-understand Leader’s Manual is a must for those who desire to lead 
their own Messianic Passover Seder in their home or congregation. Participants 
will need a Messianic Passover Haggadah for the order of service. Each item 
can also be purchased individually. 
sale price: $72.50us   25% OFF

M E S S I A N I C  R E S O U R C E Sfor Passover

  Messiah in the Passover is for everyone. This Passover 
reference book discusses biblical and theological issues, Jewish 
and church history, and rabbinic traditions. It also includes a 
Messianic Family Haggadah (Passover guidebook) as well as 
Passover recipes and lessons for your children. Plus you will find 
many more helps in the back of the book. Messiah in the 
Passover will give you a deeper appreciation for the Passover 
celebration within the Jewish community and enable you to 
share the message of the Lamb of God through the Passover 
with your Jewish friends.
price: $17.95us 

For more resources,  

visit us online at https://store.

chosenpeople.com.  

Order using the enclosed  

card or call 1-888-2-YESHUA  

in the US.

  The Gospel in the Passover 
is a condensed version of 
Messiah in the Passover written 
for those who want to explore 
the traditions of the Passover 
and deepen their understanding 
of the links between Passover, 
the Last Supper, and 
Communion.

sale price: $7.95us   20% OFF


