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HINENI!
ISAIAH'S CALL
AND OURS

Shalom in His grace.

We live in turbulent times, which is why it is so important that
we put our trust in the Lord and make ourselves available for
service. We have an inspiring example of this in the ancient
Hebrew prophet Isaiah. There is no place where the character
and commitment of the prophet are more clearly seen than
when God Himself called him to ministry (Isaiah 6).

Isaiah’s call came around 740 BCE,
when the kingdom of Judah stood
at a crossroads. King Uzziah, who
had reigned for fifty-two years,
was dead. With his passing came
uncertainty, fear, and the looming
shadow of Assyrian aggression on
the horizon.

For Isaiah, this was not just a
national crisis—it was personal. He
had lived and prophesied during
Uzziah’s reign, warning of God’s
judgment upon a people whose
hearts had grown cold. Now, as political stability crumbled, so
did any illusion that his words had made a difference. As Isaiah
described it, God was about to trample His vineyard and lay it
waste (Isaiah 5:5-6).
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In this moment of profound despair and seeming failure, God
revealed Himself to Isaiah in a way that would forever transform
the prophet’s life.

A VISION OF GLORY

Isaiah portrayed his extraordinary divine encounter as follows:
“In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a
throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the
temple” (Isaiah 6:1).

Amid earthly loss and uncertainty, Isaiah was granted a glimpse
of the true King who would never die, seated on His eternal
throne, lifted above all others in the heavens.

The terms used to describe God’s posture are “high and lifted
up,” which also match the prophet’s description of the Messiah in
Isaiah 52:13, “Behold, My servant will prosper, He will be high
and lifted up and greatly exalted.” These words offer a further
hint of the divine nature of the coming Servant of the Lord.
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The imagery is striking as the train of God’s robe filled the
entire Temple. This vision provides our first glimpse into the
heart of Isaiah’s message—amid human frailty and failing
kingdoms, God’s sovereign rule remains unshaken and
all-encompassing.

Above this throne were the seraphim, fiery angelic beings whose
very name recalls the “fiery serpents” of Israel’s wilderness
wanderings (Numbers 21:4—9). Their thunderous chorus
echoed through the Temple, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of
hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory” (Isaiah 6:3).

The Hebrew word for “holy” (kadosh) means set apart. Three
times, the seraphim declared God’s utter otherness—His
complete separation from sin and creation. This repetition is not
mere poetry but a profound expression of God’s triune nature,
although Isaiah himself may not have fully comprehended this
mystery. As the seraphim proclaimed God’s holiness, the very
foundations of the Temple thresholds trembled, and smoke
filled the sanctuary.

THE CLEANSING OF A PROPHET

In the presence of this overwhelming holiness, Isaiah could
only see one thing clearly—his own unworthiness, “Woe is
me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and
I live among a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen
the King, the Lord of hosts” (Isaiah 6:5). The Hebrew word for
“ruined” (damah) means utterly destroyed. Isaiah recognized
that his prophetic lips were unclean (tamey), the same term
used throughout Leviticus to describe ritual impurity.

Isaiah may have wondered how a man with unclean lips and
an unclean heart could speak God’s holy word. How could he
condemn Israel’s sin when he himself was so deeply flawed?
Yet, God’s response to Isaiah’s confession reveals the core of the
gospel message:

Then one of the seraphim flew to me [Isaiah] with a
burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the
altar with tongs. He touched my mouth with it and said,
“Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is
taken away and your sin is forgiven.” (Isaiah 6:6—7)

The coal was not just any coal, but one taken from the altar of
sacrifice—drenched in the blood of atonement. The seraph’s
touch did not just cleanse Isaiah’s lips for prophetic speech;
it provided comprehensive forgiveness. Isaiah’s iniquity was
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taken away and his sin atoned for by the shed blood of the
sacrifice (Leviticus 17:11).

Again, we see a foreshadowing of the Messiah. Just as Isaiah
received cleansing through sacrificial blood, we receive
forgiveness through the ultimate sacrifice of Yeshua (Jesus).
Additionally, like Isaiah, our cleansing is not just a one-time
event from years ago but a daily reality that enables us to be
intimate with God and prepares us for service.

SAYING YES TO GOD

Encountering God’s holiness and experiencing His cleansing
grace positioned Isaiah to hear God’s call: “Then I heard the
voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will
go for Us? Then I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’” (Isaiah 6:8).

The Hebrew meaning of the English phrase “Here am I”
(hineni) is far more than a statement of physical presence.
It is a declaration of complete availability and readiness to
follow orders. Throughout Scripture, this response marks
moments of profound encounter with God: Abraham said,
“Hineni!” when God called him to sacrifice Isaac (Genesis
22:1); Moses said it when God spoke from the burning bush
(Exodus 3:4); and Samuel said it when God called him as a
boy in the Temple (1 Samuel 3:4).

Each of these instances represented a turning point—a
moment when ordinary people made themselves fully
available to an extraordinary God.

THE CHALLENGE OF FAITH

What makes Isaiah’s story so remarkable is what happened
after he said, “Hineni.” Isaiah received perhaps the most
discouraging commission in Scripture:

Go, and tell this people: “Keep on listening, but do not
perceive; keep on looking, but do not understand.”
Render the hearts of this people insensitive, their ears
dull, and their eyes dim, otherwise they might see with
their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their
hearts, and return and be healed. (Isaiah 6:9—-10)

God was essentially telling Isaiah he would preach, but the
people would not listen, and his preaching would make
their hearts harder. No wonder Isaiah responded with
the anguished question: “Lord, how long?” The answer
was equally devastating: “Until cities are devastated and
without inhabitant, houses are without people and the land
is utterly desolate” (Isaiah 6:11).

The Hebrew prophet teaches us some great lessons in
evangelistic patience, which is what many of us who serve
with Chosen People Ministries have learned. We know that
the day is coming when the Lord will turn the hearts of the
Jewish nation to Jesus (Romans 11:25-29), even though we
are eager and pray for our Jewish people to come to know
their Messiah right now.

THE PROMISE OF THE REMNANT

Even amid this dire commissioning, God offered Isaiah a glimmer
of hope about a faithful remnant, “Yet there will be a tenth portion
in it, and it will again be subject to burning, like a terebinth or an
oak whose stump remains when it is felled. The holy seed is its
stump” (Isaiah 6:13).

This doctrine of a remnant runs throughout Scripture. The prophet
predicts that even though Israel might be cut down like a tree,
the stump—a faithful remnant—would remain, preserving the
possibility of new growth. The apostle Paul would also later write,
“In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time
a remnant according to God’s gracious choice” (Romans 11:5).

This remnant doctrine allows us to redefine success in evangelism.
We are called to faithfulness, not visible results. We proclaim
the gospel to all, knowing some will reject it while others—the
remnant God has prepared—will receive it. The Lord has called us
to faithfully proclaim the good news and let Him bring the good
result!

OUR HINENI MOMENT

What does Isaiah’s experience mean for us today? Like him, we live
in uncertain times. Like him, we may feel our witness falls on deaf
ears. Like him, we are painfully aware of our own unworthiness.

Yet Isaiah’s vision offers us hope. The same commission—difficult
though it may be—comes with the same promise of a remnant who
will believe.

Therefore, knowing His forgiveness and in obedience to His call:
+ We preach whether people respond positively or not.
+ We preach until the opportunity is no longer available.

+ We preach, confident in God’s promise to preserve a
faithful remnant for Yeshua.

We do not measure our success by visible results but by our
faithfulness to the gospel. Our motivation comes not from
confidence in our own abilities but from a vision of God’s glory and
grace through Jesus.

Are we ready to say hineni—to be available to God and to serve Him
in bringing the message of Yeshua to the Jew first and also to the
Gentiles (Romans 1:16)? May we, like Isaiah, be transformed by a
vision of God’s holiness, cleansed by His grace, and compelled by
His call to say with sincere hearts, “Hineni, send me.”

Thank you for your love, faithful support, and prayers for our global
staff who call on the Lord for His holy purposes while reaching
Jewish people for the Messiah.

Your brother,

AL

Mitch
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THE KINGDOM

ACCORDING TO ISAIAH

-

uch of what believers know about the kingdom
of God comes from the New Testament, particularly from Jesus’
parables in the four Gospels. However, Jesus’ teachings on the
kingdom of God, as well as the rest of the New Testament’s
teachings about it all, have foundations in what was already
taught to the people of Israel in the Hebrew Scriptures. The
concept of the kingdom of God was not new to the Jewish people
when Jesus spoke about it; rather, His parables developed and
built upon the existing understanding of God’s kingdom and the
hope it gave His people.

The book of Isaiah, in particular, paints a picture for the people
of Israel of the kingdom of God, which the Messiah would usher
in. This kingdom involves the rule and reign of the Messiah, the
fulfillment of promises made to King David and the nation of
Israel, the lifting of the curse on earth brought about by the fall,
peace among Israel’s enemies, and redemption from sin.

THE RULE AND REIGN OF THE MESSIAH
Isaiah describes the kingdom of God when the Messiah reigns:

For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us;
and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His
name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
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Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no end to
the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne
of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to
uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will accomplish
this. (Isaiah 9:6—7)

Despite the nation of Israel having endured very flawed human
rulers, the Israelites could have hope in a perfect heavenly King.
Today, we also have hope that the kingdom of God is a perfect,
eternal kingdom ruled with peace, justice, and righteousness.

When describing the kingdom of God to the people of Israel,
Isaiah places much emphasis on peace between nations and
the righteous reign of the Messiah. In chapter 2, Isaiah relays
how the Messiah will rule the kingdom of God: “And He will
Jjudge between the nations, and will render decisions for many
peoples. . . . Nation will not lift up sword against nation, and
never again will they learn war” (Isaiah 2:4).

PROMISES TO KING DAVID AND ISRAEL

Ultimately, we can have hope that in the fullness of the kingdom
of God, all the promises made by God to King David and the
nation of Israel will be fulfilled. The Lord promises that in His
kingdom, the people of Israel can have hope in a new heaven
and earth as well as joy, eternal life, peace, and no more harm
or evil (Isaiah 65:17—25). He also promises that all nations and
tongues (even those who do not yet know Him) “shall come and
see My glory” (Isaiah 66:18-19). The Lord’s promises do not
go unfulfilled; He tells Isaiah, “So will My word be which goes
forth from My mouth; it will not return to Me empty, without
accomplishing what T desire, and without succeeding in the
matter for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11). It is because of God’s
unchanging (Numbers 23:19) and faithful (Hebrews 10:23)
nature that we can have hope that, in God’s kingdom, all of
God’s promises were, are, and will be fulfilled!

THE LIFTING OF THE CURSE ON EARTH

The book of Isaiah also tells us we can look forward to the
lifting of the curse on the earth (Genesis 3:17-19) once and for
all. Ever since the fall, the earth has been cursed with sin and
death; Paul states, “For the creation was subjected to futility
... the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth
together until now” (Romans 8:20a, 22). However, Isaiah gives
the people of Israel hope that this curse will one day be lifted by
the Messiah when the kingdom of God arrives:



For you will go out with joy and be led forth with peace;
the mountains and the hills will break forth into shouts of
Jjoy before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their
hands. Instead of the thorn bush the cypress will come up,
and instead of the nettle the myrtle will come up, and it
will be a memorial to the Lord, for an everlasting sign
which will not be cut off. (Isaiah 55:12—13)

Not only will our sinful bodies be redeemed and resurrected, but
the kingdom of God will bring redemption and transformation to
the whole of creation, not just to humanity! The Lord says, “For
behold, I create new heavens and a new earth” (Isaiah 65:17).
In His kingdom, we have hope in the renewal of all creation, as
well as in the union between Israel and her God:

It will no longer be said to you, “Forsaken,” nor to your
land will it any longer be said “Desolate”; but you will be
called, “My delight is in her,” and your land, “Married”;
for the Lord delights in you, and to Him your land will be
married. (Isaiah 62:4)

PEACE AMONG ENEMIES

In the kingdom of God, nations that were once at war will be at
peace with one another and Israel will be blessed among them:

In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria,
and the Assyrians will come into Egypt and the Egyptians
into Assyria, and the Egyptians will worship with the
Assyrians. In that day Israel will be the third party with
Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in the midst of the
earth, whom the Lord of hosts has blessed, saying, “Blessed
is Egypt My people, and Assyria the work of My hands,
and Israel My inheritance.” (Isaiah 19:23-25)

Throughout the Hebrew Scriptures, Israel endured conflicts
with multiple different empires and nations. Conflicts in the
Middle East and elsewhere continue to this day. However, in the
kingdom of God, these conflicts will be no more; violence, war,
and bloodshed will cease, and the Prince of Peace will reign.

This hope for a future without war or bloodshed in which
nations live in peace with one another—and with Israel as
a blessing to the world—under the rule of the Messiah is an
immense comfort both to the Jewish people and to Gentiles. In
a world where the news is constantly filled with stories of war,
death, and bloodshed, what a great hope we have that Messiah
Jesus will one day rule the nations in peace!

THIS KINGDOM INVOLVES
THE RULE AND REIGN OF THE
MESSIAH, THE FULFILLMENT OF
PROMISES MADE TO KING DAVID.

REDEMPTION FROM SIN

Isaiah 53 emphasizes the redemption from sin that will
occur through the Messiah in the kingdom of God: “But He
was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed
for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon
Him, and by His scourging we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). In the
Hebrew Scriptures, a picture of future and full forgiveness and
the blessings that come from obedience were made available
through the sacrifice of bulls and goats, but they never took
away sin. Full redemption would only come through faith in the
Messiah who would be the final, once-for-all sacrifice for our
sins (Hebrews 7:27). The system of animal sacrifice established
in the Torah served not only as a temporary atonement for sins
but also as a reflection of the hope that the people of Israel could
have in a permanent redemption from sin in the kingdom of
God. Believers in Jesus have hope that our sins are forgiven and
redeemed because of the promised Messiah, who has fulfilled
the Hebrew Scriptures and redeemed us from sin in His life,
death, and resurrection!

CONCLUSION

The book of Isaiah paints a detailed picture of what we can hope
for in the kingdom of God. It is important to remember that
the kingdom of God is not some faraway reality we just sit and
wait around for; it is both present and future, now and not yet
(Mark 1:15). The spiritual aspects of the kingdom are enjoyed
today by those who put their trust in Jesus the Messiah, but
the fullness and earthly nature of the coming Davidic kingdom
awaits His return to reign in Jerusalem on the promised throne
of David. When Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the
kingdom of God would arrive, He answered, “The kingdom of
God is not coming with signs to be observed. . . . For behold,
the kingdom of God is in your midst” (Luke 17:20—21). In God’s
kingdom, we have hope in redemption from sin, the rule and
reign of the Messiah, peace among enemies, the lifting of the
curse on the earth, and the fulfillment of promises to King
David and the nation of Israel.
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The Riches of His Grace

EPHESIANS 1:7-8, PART 2

Jesus’ atoning blood is evidence that God
is just and that He deals very strongly with
sin. Messiah’s death satisfied God’s justice
and integrity. He is now free to love us to
the utmost degree because sin is no longer
a barrier between us and Him.

No one can ever stand in the shadow of the cross
and argue that God takes sin lightly. This gory
episode in human history speaks to the fact that
God will never put up with evil. All have sinned—
you have and so have I—but the cross argues for
us; the blood liberates us. Our account is stamped
“Paid in full,” and God now fully accepts us in the
Messiah. It reminds me of the words of the old
hymn “It Is Well with My Soul”:

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part but the whole,

Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! *

This marvelous truth is what Paul called, “The
riches of His grace” (Ephesians 1:7). God did it all.
We have all done nothing to deserve it or merit it in
any way. We have not even added to it.

We owe everything to the riches of God’s grace,
“which He lavished on us” (Ephesians 1:8). When
Paul said that God has “lavished” Hisricheson us, he
is drawing a word picture of riches that are heaped
onto us way beyond measure. Paul was illustrating
how God washed us clean at the moment of our
salvation, but also continues to cleanse and liberate
us throughout our lives. Though we are now God’s
adopted children, we are still prone to sin and
failure in the flesh, yet God continues to lavish His
riches of grace and forgiveness upon us.

When we, as believers, stumble and cover ourselves
with the filth and grime of sin, He picks us up, dusts
us off, forgives us, and restores us to our proper
service for Him. God’s forgiveness is ever-present
and graciously granted to us throughout each new
day and throughout our lives. It is a magnificent
sense of liberation that we receive daily, new and
fresh every morning (Lamentations 3:22-23).

1 Horatio G. Spafford, “It Is Well with My Soul,” Hymnary.org, 1873, https://
hymnary.org/hymn/TTvirt/676.
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Again and again, as we walk with the Lord, we can
experience the joy of being set free and restored
to usefulness. We are not second-class citizens of
heaven, but full-fledged children of the living God.

Because He freely accepts us, we are free to forgive
ourselves.

Some may say, “Well, if God is so easily forgiving,
then I can sin all I want, knowing that God will
always ‘let bygones be bygones,” right?” Wrong.
If that is someone’s attitude toward the grace of
God, then it may well be that they have never truly
experienced His forgiveness! Those who truthfully
know God’s forgiveness would never take it so
lightly.

Grace is something to be accepted in awe and
reverence, not exploited or trampled underfoot.
As Paul wrote, “What shall we say then? Are we to
continue in sin so that grace may increase? May it
never be! How shall we who died to sin live in it?”
(Romans 6:1-2).

For those who follow God, there is no agony like
the agony of guilt. Nothing haunts the soul like the
shame of sin. At the same time, nothing liberates
the soul like the knowledge of God’s forgiveness and
the experience of God’s wholeness—His shalom.

Once we have been set free from sin, why would
we ever want to go back into bondage and struggle
under that awful, crushing load again? Thank God,
we have been set free by the work of the Son upon
the cross.

Rich Freeman, DMin,

| | serves as the vice president
for Church Ministries and
Conferences with Chosen
People Ministries and
lives in South Florida

W with his wife, Julia.




NEWS BRIEFS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

OPPORTUNITY AT INTERFAITH EVENT

Our staff in Atlanta is blessed to live in a city full of op-
portunities to mingle with Jewish community members.
Recently, a Conservative synagogue in the area hosted
a “Jewish+” event, welcoming couples and families from
intermarried backgrounds.

On the drive to the synagogue, our staff member and
his wife prayed for God’s guidance and presence. They
were welcomed into a beautiful Friday night service
where they were able to participate in the traditional
liturgy alongside Jewish brothers and sisters.

Atdinner, our staff member and his wife sat with a friendly
family who asked what brought them to the event. They
explained that they both came from families with one
Jewish parent and one non-Jewish parent, and that their
parents had raised them in Messianic Judaism—Jewish
people who follow Jesus as the Messiah. Although the
response from the others at the table was a simple, “Oh,
that’s interesting,” followed by a shift in conversation, our
staff member was grateful for the opportunity to explain
how it is possible to be Jewish and follow the Messiah.
We trust that God will use that small seed; please pray
that He will water it.

ISRAELI MAN LEARNS ABOUT
MESSIAH IN GERMANY

“That is about Jesus!” Doron,*
an Israeli man, exclaimed after
reading lIsaiah 53 in Hebrew
with one of our staff members
at a Messianic congregation in
Munich, Germany. A Christian
friend had invited Doron, who
had never visited a Messianic
congregation  before. Doron
enjoyed the service very much,
especially since many of the
songs and prayers were in
Hebrew. He was astonished to
learn that Jesus (Yeshua) is the
greatest and most righteous
Jewish person who has ever
lived, that the word “christ” is
from the Greek translation of the
Hebrew word mashiach (“anointed one”), and that the
Old Testament (Tanach) prophesies about Yeshua. After
explaining that it is difficult in Israel to say you believe
in Yeshua, he was pleased to find out that there are
many Messianic Jewish congregations there. Our staff
member exchanged contact information with Doron,
and he left feeling amazed and grateful, with a desire to
return. Please pray for Doron to accept his Messiah and
*Names changed

.

to read the Hebrew New Testament our staff member
gave him.

CHOSEN PEOPLE MINISTRIES ASSISTS THE
ELDERLY IN ISRAEL

Our staff in Israel often help the elderly. Erica* is a
Holocaust survivor whom our staff in Israel have known
and supported for nearly twenty years. She believes
in Messiah and attends our meetings in her area. Erica
is almost ninety years old and lives alone, but our
staff stay in constant touch with her. She remains very
active and continues to volunteer at the Yad Vashem
Holocaust Museum. Recently, our staff received a call
from the museum informing them that something had
happened to Erica; she was not answering her phone or
opening the door for the social worker. Our team began
searching for her and even contacted the police to gain
entry to her apartment. After some time, she finally
showed up and explained that her phone was broken
and she had gone to try to get it fixed. This experience
made our staff realize the vital importance of a working
telephone for elderly individuals like Erica. Many of
them have old phones that frequently break, and it is
not easy for them to afford new ones.
As a result, our ministry decided to
start a unique project to provide new
phones for those in need.

Another elderly woman recently
movedfromRussiatolsrael. Someone
gave her our Israel ministry’s phone
number, and she called to request a
meeting. Masha* turned out to be a
fascinating woman in a challenging
situation. She brought her twelve-
year-old dog, which has complicated
her search for social housing since
many facilities do not allow pets. She
cannot part with her dog, and most
of her income goes toward rent and
bills, leaving her with little left for
food. Our staff began to help her and
invited her to their events. Masha
turned out to be very open and eager
to seek God. Although she initially
came to our ministry for financial assistance, she found
spiritual support and is very grateful. She mentioned
that, after connecting with our staff, she no longer feels
lonely and believes God'’s hand has guided her through
this situation.

We are grateful to the Lord for the opportunity to help
people like Masha and Erica and show them the way
to salvation.
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