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FROM THE PRESIDENT, 
MITCH GLASER

Shalom and Happy Resurrection Day!

I still remember the day when, as a young, nineteen-
year-old Jewish man, I realized that Jesus was the 
Messiah and that He died for my sins and rose from 
the dead. Boy, was I surprised! 

I had a somewhat secular upbringing with elements 
of Modern Orthodox Jewish tradition. I knew what 
I should believe and observe, but my mom and dad 
did not believe or follow it all, and neither did I. Yet, 
for some reason, my parents wanted me to have a 
traditional bar mitzvah (coming-of-age ceremony) at 
the age of thirteen. 

To this day, I am grateful they made that choice 
because the preparation gave me a much stronger 
education in Jewish life and faith than most of my 
friends. As a Jewish believer in Jesus, having this 
background has been a great blessing throughout 
my decades of walking with the Lord.

Before accepting Jesus as my Messiah, I was 
growing more and more secular every day as my 
peers had tremendous influence over me! I do 
not remember ever thinking seriously about the 
Jewish belief in resurrection—aside from a vague 
understanding that, when the Messiah comes, He 
would raise the dead. 

My two best friends had come to faith in Jesus and 
challenged me to believe as well. I began reading the 
Hebrew Scriptures, but only to challenge their new-
found faith. I considered belief in Jesus to be quite un-
kosher, but I found that “my Bible” spoke to my heart, 
so I asked God to show me the truth. Most importantly,  
I asked God, “How do I get to You? Show me the way.”  

That evening, the Lord gave me exactly what I needed. 
By God’s grace, I found a New Testament in the most 
extraordinary way—in a phone booth in the middle of 
the redwood forest in Northern California, where I was 
working as a camp counselor for an outdoor education 
program. I read through the Gospels and discovered 
a Jewish Jesus who fulfilled the Old Testament 
Messianic prophecies and hope of the Jewish people—
and a big part of that involved His resurrection. 
I believed the gospel—that Jesus died for my sins and 
rose from the dead, conquering death. 

Further, since Jesus rose, I will, one day, rise as well! 
It is a glorious hope, and if we need anything today 
in this world, it is hope. My hope is built upon His 
rising from the dead, and it endures the most difficult 

circumstances. I cannot wait to see Him face to face! 
As Paul so eloquently wrote in his introduction to his 
epistle to the Romans:

Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as 
an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which 
He promised beforehand through His prophets 
in the holy Scriptures, concerning His Son, who 
was born of a descendant of David according to 
the flesh, who was declared the Son of God 
with power by the resurrection from the 
dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans  1:1–4, 
emphasis added)

I fervently pray that my Jewish family and community 
will recognize that resurrection is a very Jewish belief, 
and it should not be strange for a Jewish person to 
believe the Messiah would rise from the dead.
There is a group of Jewish people called the Lubavitch 
Hasidim who believe their rebbe, who died decades 
ago, will, one day, rise from the grave. They even 
base this view on Isaiah 53! Though I know this is 
a minority position, it still gives me hope that my 
Jewish people can be persuaded of the magnificent 
truth of the resurrection.

RESURRECTION IN SCRIPTURE
Let us briefly walk through Scripture, and maybe you 
will have the opportunity to share these passages with 
a Jewish friend during this wonderful resurrection 
season. 
First, we learn from the apostle Paul’s chapter on the 
resurrection, 1 Corinthians 15, that Jesus’ resurrection 
was predicted in the Hebrew Scriptures:

Now I make known to you, brethren, the 
gospel which I preached to you, which also you 
received, in which also you stand, by which also 
you are saved, if you hold fast the word which  
I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 
For I delivered to you as of first importance 
what I also received, that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, and 
that He was buried, and that He was 
raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures.(1 Corinthians 15:1–4, emphasis 
added)

We might ask where the resurrection of the Messiah 
was predicted in the Hebrew Scriptures, as Paul 
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proclaims. We can turn to one of the most well-known prophecies 
about the Messiah in Isaiah 53: 

By oppression and judgment He was taken away; and as 
for His generation, who considered that He was cut off 
out of the land of the living for the transgression 
of my people, to whom the stroke was due? His 
grave was assigned with wicked men, yet He was with a 
rich man in His death, because He had done no violence, 
nor was there any deceit in His mouth. (Isaiah  53:8–9, 
emphasis added)

This passage is important, as the Servant of the Lord must 
have died to rise, of course! Isaiah’s words in the final verse of 
this chapter speak clearly of the Messiah’s death for our sins: 
“Because He poured out Himself to death, and was numbered 
with the transgressors; yet He Himself  bore the sin of many, 
and interceded for the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12). 
Old Testament prophecy predicted Messiah’s suffering and death 
for the sins of the Jewish people and the nations, as well as His 
resurrection. Isaiah wrote:

But the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to 
grief; if He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will 
see His offspring, He will prolong His days, and the good 
pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand. (Isaiah 53:10)

We also see the hope of the resurrection predicted in the Psalms, 
where King David spoke prophetically. In Psalm 16, David 
referred to the afterlife: 

For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; nor will You 
allow Your Holy One to undergo decay. You will make known 
to me the path of life; in Your presence is 
fullness of joy; in Your right hand there are 
pleasures forever. (Psalm 16:10–11)

This passage refers to someone greater than King 
David. The Jewish apostle Peter confirmed that 
David was speaking about the risen Messiah:

Brethren, I may confidently say to you 
regarding the patriarch David that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us 
to this day. And so, because he was a prophet 
and knew that God had sworn to him with 
an oath to seat one of his descendants on his 
throne, he looked ahead and spoke of the 
resurrection of the Messiah, that He 
was neither abandoned to Hades, nor did 
His flesh suffer decay. (Acts 2:29–31, emphasis added)

Immediately after quoting from Psalm 16, Peter proclaimed 
the promise of the resurrection once again through the mouth 
of King David by quoting another of his psalms, “The Lord says 
to my Lord: ‘Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a 
footstool for Your feet’” (Psalm 110:1). 
The Lord of King David is, of course, Jesus—the Messi-
ah and the greater Son of David! 

There is another prophecy of Messiah’s resurrection that is more 
of a prophetic picture of a future event than an explicit prophecy. 
In the Passover story, the smeared blood of the perfect lamb 
during the first Passover in Egypt points to a greater “Lamb of 
God” and a more powerful redemption from the bondage of 
sin: “For Christ our Passover [lamb] also has been sacrificed” 
(1 Corinthians 5:7).

Paul also envisioned a prophetic picture of Messiah’s resurrec-
tion embedded in the Festival of First Fruits. 

Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, “When you 
enter the land which I am going to give to you and reap 
its harvest, then you shall bring in the sheaf of the first 
fruits of your harvest to the priest. He shall wave the sheaf 
before the Lord for you to be accepted; on the day after the 
sabbath the priest shall wave it.” (Leviticus 23:10–11) 

Paul linked the waving of the sheaf of grain (the first fruit) from this 
festival mentioned in Leviticus, which takes place on the day after 
the Sabbath—Sunday. Therefore, this picture of the Festival of First 
Fruits alludes to the Passion, when Jesus died as the Lamb of God 
and rose as the first fruits of the coming resurrection. He was the 
first to rise, and all those who accept Him as their Savior will follow. 

Paul, a well-trained first-century Pharisee, understood these 
parallels and pointed them out under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, especially to his Jewish readers. 

But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first 
fruits of those who are asleep. For since by a man came 
death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. For 
as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. But 

each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, 
after that those who are Christ’s at His coming.  
(1 Corinthians 15:20–23, emphasis added)
If Jesus died on a Friday and rose on a Sunday, 
then the resurrection may well have happened on 
the Festival of First Fruits. 
With so much written in the Hebrew Scriptures, 
the Jewish people should have been expecting the 
atoning death and resurrection of the Messiah. 
We have the joy of reminding our Jewish friends 
and family of the Jewishness of the resurrection 
and that Jesus perfectly fulfills these predictions.

May the Lord fill you with His power and 
hope, and please pray for the Jewish people 

during this Passover and Easter season. The Jewish people 
desperately need hope in this post-October 7 environment. 
Thank you for your love, prayers, and support! 
He is Risen,

Mitch
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Believers in Jesus often have difficulty stating what they think 
heaven will be like. When many of us think about it, images 
of clouds, singing, floating, worship, and angels might come 
to mind. When we attempt to picture eternal life, we tend to 
come up with an otherworldly, disembodied existence that 
sounds like a never-ending worship service in the sky. 
You may be surprised to hear that this version of “heaven” has 
more to do with Greek philosophy than it does with the New 
Testament hope. Ultimately, the New Testament rests upon 
the Jewish understanding of heaven and the resurrection of 
the dead as the expectation for the age to come. The apostle 
Paul may have had the prophets of the Hebrew Scriptures 
in mind when he attempted to describe it: “Things which 
eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have 
not entered the heart of man, all that God has prepared for 
those who love Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9; cf. Isaiah 64:4). 

   THE IMPORTANCE OF RESURRECTION
The New Testament’s vision for the believers’ future is a 
bodily resurrection that enables us to live with Messiah 
eternally on a restored earth (Revelation 21:1–5; Romans 
8:18–25). A believer’s eternal existence will still involve 
everything a physical life requires, even eating and drinking 
(Luke 22:30; 24:41–43)! Those who follow God through 
Messiah will arise to a new life in a new body, but this time 
without sin. Believers’ hope is founded on their belief in the 
resurrection from the grave.
The idea of resurrection was so important to the apostle Paul 
that he sternly warned the Corinthians that their Greek un-
derstanding of the afterlife undermined the faith (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:12–19). Some in the Corinthian church still seemed to 
cling to a Greek philosophical approach, which asserts that 
the soul separates from the body at death and continues to 
live on eternally.1 Paul argues, “But if there is no resurrection 
of the dead, not even Christ has been raised” (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:13). In Paul’s mind, the alternative to resurrection is 
not souls floating on clouds, but eternal loss; without Messi-
ah’s resurrection, no one could be raised from the dead.

Paul made it clear: A believer’s hope must be founded on 
resurrection, which was nothing new for Paul. He believed much 
the same thing before he encountered Yeshua (Jesus) on the road 
to Damascus (Acts 9). As a Pharisee, Paul had a deep knowledge 
of the Hebrew Scriptures (2 Timothy 4:13) and understood that 
resurrection was a very Jewish belief.

    RESURRECTION IN THE HEBREW BIBLE
The Torah of Moses (the Pentateuch) was more interested in 
moral and procedural issues on earth rather than discussions 
about heaven. Every so often, a reference is made to Sheol, the 
realm of the dead, but this is dimly illuminated. Some prophets 
had visions of heavenly scenes (Isaiah 6:1–3; Zechariah 3:1–7), 
but they did not dwell on what happened after an Israelite died. 
The New Testament gives us a better sense of clarity regarding 
resurrection, yet the examples and predictions of resurrection 
(Enoch, Elijah, etc.—though not exactly a resurrection as they 
did not die) in the Old Testament establish the foundation for 
this glorious hope that is more explicitly revealed in the New 
Testament.  
The book of Job is one of the earliest written books of the Hebrew 
Bible. Amid Job’s suffering, he put his trust in the resurrection. 
At first, Job questioned whether anyone who dies will live again 
(Job  14:12–14) since he was torn between what he believed 
and the pain he was experiencing. Eventually, his faith in God 
prevailed, and he powerfully declared:

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last 
He will take His stand on the earth. Even after my skin is 
destroyed, yet from my flesh I shall see God; whom I myself 
shall behold, and whom my eyes will see and not another. 
My heart faints within me! (Job 19:25–27)

For Job, the decay of his flesh was not the end. Somehow, God 
would enable Job to see Him with resurrected eyes.
The great prophet Isaiah also wrote that God will one day 
“swallow up death for all time” (Isaiah 25:8). He will wipe away 
the tears of His people, Israel, which is wonderful news! Isaiah 
continues:
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Your dead will live; their corpses will 
rise. You who lie in the dust, awake and 
shout for joy, for your dew is as the dew 
of the dawn, and the earth will give birth 
to the departed spirits. (Isaiah 26:19)

The idea of resurrection can be found in other 
prophets and in the book of Psalms. The 
prophet Ezekiel used the image of resurrection 
to describe Israel’s physical and spiritual 
rebirth in the land of Israel (Ezekiel 37). Hosea 
wrote that God would resurrect fallen Israel 
after three days (Hosea 6:1–3). The sons of 
Korah said that God would redeem their souls 
from the hand of Sheol (Psalm 49:14–15). 
Likewise, David declared that God would not 
abandon him to Sheol or allow His “holy one” 
to see bodily decay (Psalm 16:10–11). 
All these references are enough to show that 
the ancient Israelites hoped in a coming 
resurrection from the dead, but Daniel 
removes all doubt when he described a great resurrection that 
will come after “a time of distress”: “Many of those who sleep in 
the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but 
the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2).
This verse tells us that all people will be resurrected, but only 
some will awake to “everlasting life.” This proclamation serves 
as a capstone text for the Hebrew Bible’s theology about the 
resurrection from the dead—there is an afterlife that can be filled 
either with eternal joy in God’s presence or eternal disgrace. By 
the time of Jesus, resurrection was a central doctrine within 
Judaism, especially for the Pharisaic sect.

   RESURRECTION IN SECOND TEMPLE JUDAISM
After the Jewish people returned from the Babylonian exile 
and lived in Israel again, they began separating into groups 
based on doctrinal differences. The resurrection was one of the 
main points of disagreement. One example of the resurrection 
hope during the time between the Testaments comes from the 
apocryphal book of 2 Maccabees. It tells the story of several 
Jewish martyrs who were tortured to death by the Greco-Syrian 
king, Antiochus IV Epiphanes, who ruled over Israel during the 
second century BCE. One of the martyrs boldly proclaimed to 
Antiochus that a martyred Jewish man like himself “cannot but 
. . . cherish the hope God gives of being raised again by Him. But 
for you there will be no resurrection to life!” (2 Maccabees 7:14).2

From the New Testament, we learn that the most prominent 
group, the Pharisees, accepted the resurrection of the dead, but 
another group, the Sadducees, rejected it (Acts 23:8). This hope 
was also embraced by rabbinic Judaism when the resurrection-
believing Pharisees were the only sect that survived the Roman 
invasions. The resurrection was so important to the early 
rabbis that they made sure to praise God for His resurrection 

power in the central prayer of the daily prayer 
service, which is called the Amidah, from the 
Hebrew word meaning “to stand,” as the prayer 
is always recited while standing. This prayer 
is still recited by religious Jewish people three 
times a day. The second section of the prayer 
reads:
You are mighty forever, O Lord, you bring 
to life the dead, you are mighty to save. You 
sustain the living with steadfast love, you bring 
the dead to life. . . . Yes, you are faithful to bring 
the dead to life. Blessed are you, O Lord, who 
raises the dead.3

RESURRECTION IN  
THE NEW TESTAMENT
As a collection of writings by Jewish authors, the 
New Testament is a thoroughly Jewish work. It 
affirms the teaching of the Pharisees regarding 
the resurrection. Not only were Pharisees a part 

of the early church (Acts  15:5), but the best-known Messian-
ic Jewish person of his day, the apostle Paul, publicly declared 
twenty-five years after his “conversion” that he was still a Phar-
isee (Acts 23:6)—and one who believed the resurrection of the 
dead had begun with the resurrection of Jesus! His resurrection 
is the bedrock for belief and arises within a Jewish context.

CONCLUSION
Belief in the resurrection of the dead to new life is both biblical 
and Jewish. The resurrection of Jesus and of the dead more 
broadly is the very hope and foundation of our faith. However, 
our belief in the resurrection should not simply be a doctrine we 
agree with; we need to make the resurrection personal. How do 
we do this? We begin by recognizing our own human frailty and 
that our future without God’s presence is bleak. 
The resurrection gives us hope that God has already raised us in 
Messiah (Colossians 3:1) and will raise us from our graves to live 
with Jesus forever. Death is not the end; it is the continuation of 
life for those who put their trust in the Messiah who died for our 
sins and rose to conquer sin and death. He offers us the hope of 
new life today and everlasting life for all eternity.
As Yeshua once said to Nicodemus, a Jewish leader,

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the 
Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world 
might be saved through Him. (John 3:16–17)

Endnotes
1	  Plato, Phaedo 66-67; 82-83; Timaeus 90; Republic 517.
2	  The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1989.
﻿3  Dr. John Fischer and Dr. David Bronstein, סדור ליהודים משיחים: Siddur for Messianic Jews, 3rd 
edition (Palm Harbor, FL: Menorah Ministries, 1988), 47.
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In our last study, we looked at Ephesians 1:3,  
  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord  
   Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” 
Paul’s starting point in this verse is the One who 
is the source of all blessing, the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Now, in 1:4, Paul begins to 
elaborate on those blessings: “Just as He chose us 
in Him before the foundation of the world, that we 
would be holy and blameless before Him.” 

This choosing is what theologians sometimes call 
“the doctrine of election,” or “predestination.” It is 
one of those doctrines that Christians have many 
different positions on and sometimes disagree quite 
vehemently. I am sure some of you will not agree 
with the position I take in this study. Let us try to 
agree to disagree in a loving way as brothers and 
sisters in Christ.

The fact that God chose us to be in the Messiah even 
before the creation of time and space, even before 
the creation of the world, can be quite overwhelming. 
If we try to comprehend that truth with our finite 
mind, we may experience mental overload!

People might wonder how God could choose us and 
yet still offer a choice for us to make. We struggle over 
the seeming conflict between free will—our human 
responsibility to come to faith in the Messiah—and 
the sovereign election of God. Many try to explain 
away this paradox in this way: “Well,” they say, 
“God can foresee the future, so He looks ahead in 

time and sees we 
are going to make 
a choice and elects 
us on the basis of a 
decision He knows 
we will someday 
make.” But I do not 
see this position in 
the Scriptures.

Others might say, 
“Well, God sees what 
kind of people we will 
be, and recognizing 

our value to His plan, He chooses us on that basis.” 
Nothing could be more unscriptural. God does not 
need our help to carry out His eternal plan. To think 
that we, by our own effort, can make ourselves useful 
to God is pure human arrogance. 

We can accomplish nothing for God apart from 
His choosing, His empowering, and according to 
His will. As hard as it is for us to understand and 
accept, it is clear that we are chosen by God. Jesus 
said so Himself: “No one can come to Me unless the 
Father who sent Me draws him” (John 6:44a). That 
is putting it plainly, is it not? You cannot come to 
Jesus unless you are drawn by the Father. God has 
to initiate the activity.

Then why does God appeal to our individual human 
will? In Matthew 11:28, we read, “Come to Me, all 
who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give 
you rest.” That means it is up to us as individuals to 
make a choice to come to Him. You cannot become 
a follower of Messiah until you choose to come—
and yet, it is equally true that you cannot become a 
follower of Messiah unless God has chosen you. Both 
facts are true. We cannot reconcile them in our finite 
intellects, but we can accept them by faith. 

The great preacher of the late 1800s Charles 
Spurgeon was asked how he reconciled free will, 
or human responsibility, with election by God? His 
response I think accurately nails it. He said, “That 
God predestines, and that man is responsible, are 
two things that few can see. They are believed to be 
inconsistent and contradictory; but they are not. It is 
just the fault of our weak judgment.”1

Think of it: Although we must also make a choice, 
before the creation of the world, God chose us to 
belong to Him. Let that sink into our minds for a 
moment! We should drop to our knees in awe and 
humility before this loving Eternal Being. Do you 
see how this fact elevates our identity as children of 
God? We are not afterthoughts in God’s plan. There 
are no second-class citizens in the body of Christ.

1	  Charles Haddon Spurgeon, Spurgeon’s Sermons Volume 04: 1858, ed. 
Anthony Uyl (Devoted Publishing, 2017), 296.
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DR. BENJAMIN ALPERT
Dr. Benjamin Alpert’s passing on January 
31, 2025, marks the loss of a remarkable 
man whose life was dedicated to faith, 
teaching, and service. Born and raised 
in Montgomery, Alabama, Ben’s journey 
took him across the country and on 
dozens of visits to the land he loved so 
dearly—Israel—before bringing him back 
home to Alabama for the final chapter 
of his life. He leaves behind a legacy 
that touched countless individuals, from 
students and congregants to fellow min-
isters and emergency responders.
From the early days of his walk with 
Jesus, Ben exuded a warm and gener-
ous spirit that attracted people to his 
personal warmth and relationship with 
his Messiah. His deep love for Israel 
and passion for sharing the gospel with 
the Jewish people shaped not only his 
ministry but also the lives of those he 
mentored. Through his teachings, he in-
stilled a love for Scripture, guiding many 
to see the Bible “through Jewish eyes” 
and deepening their understanding of its 
historical and cultural roots. His famous 
phrase, “Your geography influences 
your theology,” serves as a testament 
to his belief in the profound connection 
between the land of Israel and biblical 
truth.
Ben’s commitment to service extend-
ed beyond the pulpit. As Chaplain for 
Montgomery Fire/Rescue, he provided 
compassion and solace during times of 
crisis, ministering to those in need with 
kindness and prayer. His dedication to 
his community did not go unnoticed, and 
his presence brought strength and com-
fort to many facing difficult moments.
His impact in academia was equally 
profound. As a former professor at the 
Evangelical Bible College and Seminary, 
he ignited a passion for biblical studies 
in his students, inspiring them to explore 
their faith in new and meaningful ways. 
His humor, wisdom, and vast knowledge 
left an indelible mark on all who had the 
privilege of learning from him. He also 
opened many hearts to the significance 

of the civil 
rights move-
ment, leading 
educational 
tours through 
Montgomery, 
sharing the les-
sons of history with profound insight.
Ben’s influence was felt most deeply 
within Chosen People Ministries, where 
he served for nearly thirty years. As a 
mentor, pastor, and Messianic rabbi, he 
dedicated his life to evangelism, tire-
lessly training and encouraging others 
to follow in his footsteps. His passion 
for helping non-Jewish believers under-
stand their faith’s Jewish roots made him 
a treasured teacher. He had a unique 
ability to weave together Scripture, 
Jewish tradition, and homespun wisdom, 
making biblical truths accessible and 
impactful.
Beyond his public roles, Ben was a 
devoted husband, father, grandfather, 
and friend. His love for his family was 
unwavering, and his faithfulness to those 
he cared for was evident in every as-
pect of his life. He played a pivotal role 
in bringing together a Jesus-centered 
community—not just in ministry but in 
personal relationships, even serving as 
a matchmaker for many dear friends. 
His generosity knew no bounds, and 
he never let go of those he mentored, 
supporting them through every stage of 
their faith journey.
Ben’s passing leaves a deep void, but 
his legacy remains strong. His influence 
lives on in the hearts and ministries of 
those he mentored, the students he 
taught, and the communities and con-
gregations he served. Though we grieve 
his loss, we take comfort in knowing 
that he is now at peace, fully healed and 
rejoicing with his Messiah, Yeshua, for 
all eternity. We look forward to the day 
when we will see him again, his signa-
ture smile shining even brighter in the 
presence of the Lord.
We will miss you, Ben, until we see you 
again!

NEWS 
BRIEFS
FOUR-YEAR-OLD 
OREGON OUTREACH 
PRODUCES FRUIT
Four years ago, our staff 
in Oregon sent letters 
to hundreds of Jewish 
people in the greater 
Portland area to give 
them the opportunity to 
find out about Messiah. 
Recently, they received a 
phone call from Michael,* 
a Jewish man who said he 
had kept the letter they 
sent him. He wondered 
if our staff would accept 
two Hanukkah menorahs 
given to him by his 
grandmother years ago. A 
staff member called him, 
and they scheduled lunch 
two days later. At the end 
of their time together, 
Michael said he would 
call our staff member to 
arrange a time to meet 
the following week. 
Our staff member gave 
Michael some literature 
to read based on their 
conversation and his 
questions.
They met again a week 
later, and Michael spent 
the majority of the time 
talking about Isaiah 53 
and the identity of the 
Son of Man. He was 
confused because of the 
different religious groups 
he had attended over 
the last twenty years, but 
he was open to learning 
the truth based on God’s 
Word. Our staff member 
plans to continue meeting 
with him. Please pray for 
Michael to come to faith 
in Messiah Jesus and for 
our staff as they minister 
to him.

*Names changed
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        You Are Bringing Jewish People Closer to Messiah!
Because of your heart for Jewish people, 
you are changing lives—from Israel to the 
United States and beyond! You are sharing 
the hope of Jesus with those who do not 
know their Messiah or His love for them. 

You are already making a powerful 
impact, and there are even more 
ways to multiply your influence for 
generations to come. The following 
strategic giving options can help you 
extend your legacy of giving and 
bring even more Jewish people to 
Messiah . . .

•	 Donate a life insurance policy you no longer need. Your 
unneeded policy can have a significant impact on sharing 
the love of Jesus with Jewish people.

•	 Charitable Remainder Trust is an irrevocable trust 
generating a potential lifetime income stream for you 
and your family—with the remainder of the donated 
assets going toward presenting Jesus to Jewish people 
through Chosen People Ministries. 

•	 Charitable Lead Trust (CLT) differs from the Charitable 
Remainder Trust as it will provide income to Chosen 
People Ministries immediately and for several years, after 
which the property either reverts to you or passes to those 
you designate, typically your children or grandchildren.

For answers to your questions regarding donations of life insurance, setting up a trust, 
and other planned giving information, contact Cindy Forbes at 212-223-2252, ext. 1208 
or cforbes@chosenpeople.com today!

This season, we are offering a 
two-book special to help you 
better understand Passover: 
Messiah in the Passover and  
The Gospel in the Passover.  
price: $20.95us 

Messiah in the Passover 
discusses biblical and theological 
issues, Jewish and church history, 
and rabbinic traditions. It also 

includes a Messianic Family Haggadah (Passover guidebook) as well 
as Passover recipes and lessons for your children. Plus, you will find 
many more helps in the back of the book. This Passover reference 
book will give you a deeper appreciation for the Passover 
celebration within the Jewish community and enable you to proclaim 
the message of the Lamb of God through the Passover to your 
Jewish friends.	 price: $17.95us

The Gospel in the Passover is a 
condensed version of Messiah in the 
Passover written for those who want to 
explore the traditions of the Passover and 
deepen their understanding of the links 
between Passover, the Last Supper, and 
Communion.	 price: $9.95us 

Passover celebrates the exodus of the 
Jewish people from their bondage in Egypt 
under Pharaoh. However, Passover is also 
a powerful foreshadowing of Jesus the Messiah’s sacrificial death, burial, 
and resurrection. In this small booklet, Passover: A Time of Redemption, 
you will find an explanation of all of the Passover elements, a guide on 
how to celebrate a Passover Seder, references to Messianic prophecies 
fulfilled by Jesus, and much more.    price: $7.95us

for you this Passover /Easter  season


