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Dear Canadian Partner in Ministry, 

Shalom from Toronto!  By the time you receive this news 

update, we will already have entered the Jewish calendar 

year of 5780.  So, l’Shanah Tovah!  Happy New Year!   

As you probably know, Rosh 

Hashanah (the Jewish New Year) 

coincides with the Biblical Feast of 

Trumpets.  And of course, the 

Biblical feasts of Yom Kippur 

(Atonement) and Sukkot 

(Tabernacles) were also celebrated 

in October this year. 

Evangelistic Tips for the High 

Holidays 

This month, The Chosen People is 

an evangelistic issue.  Unlike other 

issues which are written especially 

for you, we hope you will share this 

issue with your not-yet-believing 

your Jewish friend or acquaintance.  

As you think about ways to start a conversation with him or 

her that could lead into spiritual matters, you might want to 

make reference to the High Holidays, the three festivals 

celebrated this month.  They are full of rich spiritual 

meaning and based on Biblical facts.  Let me give you a few 

talking points.  

The Jewish New Year, Rosh Hashanah, is a time of new 

beginnings.  Jewish people reflect on the past year and 

evaluate their lives with respect to the things they did or did 

not do.  Most importantly, they consider their personal 

relationships with family, friends and even God.  It is 

customary to do this during the ten days between Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  When 

chatting with your Jewish friend, 

you might want to mention what 

a wonderful opportunity Rosh 

Hashanah is for us to renew or 

re-establish a personal 

relationship with Adonai (the 

Lord).  To know Him more this 

year will bring new life into 

everyday life since He is the author 

and giver of life! 

Yom Kippur, the Day of 

Atonement, is the holiest day in 

Judaism; it is a day of complete 

fasting, prayer, repentance and 

synagogue services.  At the 

synagogue, Jewish people are 

reminded of their sinful nature before God.  One way this is 

done is by bringing to mind a list of one’s sins as a prayer 

of confession is recited.  The Biblical sacrificial system 

ended with the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple in 70 

AD.  Since then, the rabbis have taught that atonement for 

sins is achieved through prayer (tefilah), repentance  
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Easy online donations at www.chosenpeople.ca/donateonline. 

(teshuvah), and acts of righteousness (tzedakah).  You 

might want to remind your friend that the Torah 

teaches that a blood sacrifice is needed to cover our sins.  

Ask him how he thinks God deals with this without the 

Temple and sacrificial system.  You can use chapter 53 of 

Isaiah to talk about the suffering servant of the Lord, 

especially when it talks about carrying all our sins upon 

himself!  This is a perfect description of Messiah’s 

sufferings on our behalf. 

Lastly, Sukkot, the Feast of Tabernacles, reminds us not 

only that we lived in tents while wandering in the 

wilderness for forty years, but also of God’s continuing 

presence with us.  He walked with Israel then, and He wants 

to walk with us now.  You might remind your Jewish 

friend that God promised to never leave us or forsake 

His people.  He wants to remain in and among us, but that 

requires us to be faithful to Him in our daily lives.  What a 

blessing it is to know that, through the Ruach HaKodesh 

(Holy Spirit), God’s invisible presence always guides us in 

the right direction! 

Toronto Messianic Centre Update 

Some unexpected changes have occurred in our Mission.  

The good news is that Anya Shagin, our Toronto Messianic 

Centre Director, recently announced her engagement and 

upcoming marriage.  We rejoice with her as she begins this 

new chapter in her life.  The sad news, however, is that she 

will be leaving us and moving to the USA.  So, please join 

us in praying that God will lead us to a new Director for the 

Messianic Centre.  For the time being, I will be 

coordinating the activities and use of the Centre.  

I am happy to announce that, this month, we hope to begin 

offering weekly classes for English-as-a-Second-Language, 

Beginner Conversational Hebrew, and a lunchtime outreach 

Bible study.  You can learn more on our website.  Please 

keep these and other events we are planning in your daily 

prayers.  We want the Lord to use each activity for His 

glory and the proclamation of the Gospel! 

Israel and the Middle East 

Finally, I want to mention the situation in the Middle East.  

As I write, the second round of elections in Israel has taken 

place.  We still don’t know what the makeup of the 

government will be, but we definitely need to pray for 

wisdom as the leaders face a difficult future. 

Similarly, the results of Iran’s attack on Saudi Arabia’s oil 

refineries are still being evaluated.  We know there will be 

consequences to Iran’s actions, but at this point we’re not 

exactly sure what those will be.  Some are asking for 

military action in addition to the economic sanctions 

already in place.   

Whatever happens, let us pray for God’s will to be done 

throughout the region.  Scripture reminds us that “He who 

watches over Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps” and that 

gives us great assurance! 

Thank you again for your partnership with us.  Your prayers 

and financial support are the fuel that keeps our Mission 

engines running. 

Until all Israel is saved, 

 

Jorge Sedaca 

Executive Director 
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